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K C Venugopal @kcvenugopalmp
Mark my words, the Chiranjeevi Scheme will be studied across the world as a revolutionary program that changed 
the entire direction of public health and social welfare. @RahulGandhiji’s brainchild and a product of the experi-
ences during the Bharat Jodo Yatra, this scheme is the talk of the town all across Rajasthan!
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Mariyakutty files defamation case 
against daily for spreading false news
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Idukki 

IDUKKI native Mariyakutty, 
who was in the news recently 
for seeking alms from the pub-
lic after her social welfare pen-
sion got delayed for the past 
five months, filed a defa-
mation suit against 
CPM mouthpiece for 
carrying a false report 
against her. Though the 
paper had carried a cor-
rigendum on the news 
report, Mariyakutty 
was not ready to accept 
it. She said that the correction 
wasn’t enough to cover the 
mental agony she had to under-
go. She filed the suit on Thurs-
day at the First Class Magis-
trate Court in Adimaly. 

Mariyakutty’s lawyer Prath-
eesh Prabha told mediapersons 
that she filed a petition against 

10 persons, including the chief  
editor of  the newspaper. “The 
first four accused in the case 
are those associated with the 
newspaper which published 
the fake news while the remain-
ing ones are those who spread 

the false news on social 
media handles,” Prath-
eesh said. 

After the news came 
out, Mariyakutty filed 
an application seeking 
details of  her land own-
ership, if  any, with the 
revenue authorities in 

Adimaly. On November 13, the 
Mannamkandam village offic-
er certified that Mariyakutty 
owned no properties within his 
jurisdictional area. 

Mariyakutty told TNIE that 
despite fabricating fake media 
reports, the CPM has not so far 
made any attempt to find a so-

lution to her issue or tried to 
understand her situation. 

“I have four daughters, the 
eldest one Sali works as a gos-
pel preacher in Delhi and my 
second daughter is married 
and settled in Wayanad. My 
third daughter is settled in 
Ayiramekkar nearby and my 
youngest daughter Princy is 
selling lottery tickets in Adim-
aly,” she said. 

“After my husband eloped 
with another woman 25 years 
ago, I managed to marry off  my 
daughters doing odd jobs. How-
ever, after I underwent  cataract 
surgery, going to work has be-
come difficult,” she said. 

Mariyakutty said she had 
been making ends meet with the 
4kg of  rice she gets as monthly 
ration and with the support of  
local people who often give her 
food and money. 

CBSE state youth fest  to 
kick-start today in Kalady

Cases against 
news portal 
editor dropped

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi

THE 15th State CBSE Youth 
Festival will begin at Sree 
Sarada Vidyalaya, Kalady, on 
Friday. Actor Navya Nair will 
inaugurate the youth festival. 
Adi Shankara Trust Managing 
Trustee K Anand will light 15 
lamps on the dais symbolizing 
the conduct of  the 15th state 
CBSE youth festival.

A reception committee has 
been formed with Minister P 
Rajeeve, and K Anand as the 

chief  patrons for the smooth 
conduct of  the youth festival. 
State Film Award winner Ra-
jeesha Vijayan will inaugurate 
the valedictory function that 
will be held on November 26. 

Ahead of  the youth festival, a 
proclamation procession was 
held in Kalady on Wednesday. 
Competitions will be held in 
140 events across 25 venues. 
Pazhayidom Namboothiri will 
be preparing food for the con-
testants and guests attending 
the youth festival. 

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Kochi

ERNAKULAM Central 
police have dropped two 
cases registered against 
Shajan Skariah, the edi-
tor of  Marunadan Malay-
ali news portal, for pub-
lishing a misleading video 
on Kalamassery bomb 
blasts. 

The cases were dropped 
a f t e r  T h i r u v a n a n -
thapuram City cyber po-
lice and Kumarakom po-
lice registered cases 
against Shajan in connec-
tion with the same inci-
dent. Recently, Shajan ap-
proached the Ernakulam 
District and Principal 
Sessions Court seeking 
anticipatory bail in both 
cases. However, the pleas 
were closed after the po-
lice informed the court 
that cases against Shajan 
registered at Ernakulam 
Central police station 
were dropped. The case 
was registered after the 
video posted on YouTube 
by the portal claimed that 
the blasts at Kalamassery 
were a retaliation against 
I s r a e l ’ s  a t t a c k  o n 
Palestine.

Teen swept away 
in flash flood 
near Coimbatore
Heavy rain batters Kovai and Nilgiris | Noyyal 
river overflows; landslips in various places

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Coimbatore

HEAVY downpour was report-
ed across Coimbatore and Nilg-
iris districts from Wednesday 
night. Mettupalayam recorded 
the highest rainfall of  37.3 cm 
and Noyyal river overflowed. 
Holiday was declared for 
schools in Karamadai block in 
Coimbatore and in Nilgiris on 
Thursday. 

Three youths were caught in a 
flash flood at Elerumaipallam 
near Kottaipirivu in Matham-
palayam on Wednesday night. 
The incident took place when 
they tried to cross a bridge in a 
two-wheeler while returning to 
Kotagiri after attending a 
friend’s wedding in Karamadai.

While two youths escaped to 
safety, J Pradeep Raj, 19, of  Kat-
tabettu was washed away.  As 
many as 18 Fire and Rescue 
Service personnel are search-
ing for the youth. “Despite 
searching for 5 km, Fire and 
Rescue Service personnel were 
unable to trace him. Along with 
staff  from Periyanaciken-
palayam fire service office, 
more personnel from Thudiya-
lur also engaged in the search,” 
said M Karthikesan Fire officer 
of  Periyanacikenpalayam fire 
station.

Ttraffic was suspended be-
tween Mettupalayam and Kota-
giri from 6am to 3pm after land-
slips occurred at 15 places.

According to Mettupalayam 
fire officer K Balasundaram a 
major landslip occurred at 
Kunjappanai and a tree fell on 
the road around 5 am on Thurs-
day. Landslips were reported in 
four other places and a few 
trees fell on the Mettupalayam 
- Coonoor road, Fire and rescue 
service personnel cleared them 
along with state highway 
workers.  

Passengers who were head-
ing to Ooty in a SETC bus had 
a miraculous escape when a 
tree fell on the vehicle near 
Burliyar.   A container that al-
legedly washed away from a 
construction site was found in 
a water source which is a 
branch of  Noyyal river near 
Semmedu. A few farms that are 
located near the Noyyal river 
and cultivated raddish and ba-
nana plantations were sub-
merged near Narasipuram.

Tourism minister K Ramach-
andran and Nilgiris MP A Raja 
inspected rain-affected areas in 
Queen Hills where a retaining 
wall was removed and Mount-
pleasant where landslides oc-
c u r r e d  d u e  t o  h e av y 
downpour.

Raja told reporters that 25 
persons have been given accom-
modation at temporary shelters 
across the district as rainwater 
entered their houses and steps 
have been taken to provide food 
and water, etc.

Traffic was halted between Mettupalayam and Kotagiri  from 6am to 3pm after 
landslides occurred at 15 different locations in the Nilgiris on Thursday |  EXPRESS

Rain intensity likely  
to dip in state: IMD
T’Puram: The India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) forecast a significant 
reduction in rain intensity in 
the state from Friday. The 
orange alert issued in the 
Pathanamthitta, Idukki and 
Kozhikode districts is likely to 
be scaled down. “A trough in 
easterlies runs from Maldives 
to south Maharashtra coast in 
lower tropospheric levels. It is 
likely to cause light to 
moderate rainfall at most 
places accompanied with 
thunderstorms and lightning 
at isolated places and isolated 
heavy rainfall over Kerala till 
November 25,” said a 
statement from IMD. 

Sreesanth booked in cheating case
Kozhikode: Kannur Town police have registered a 
cheating case against former India cricketer S 
Sreesanth and two others, Rajeev Kumar and 
Venkatesh Kini, on charges of extorting C18 lakh 
from Kannur resident Sareegh Balagopalan. The 
case was registered following the order of the 
Kannur First Class Magistrate Court. As per the 
complainant, the accused took C18,70,000 from 
Sareegh promising a villa on a 5-cent land in 
Udupi, Karnataka. Rajeev and Venkatesh took 
money in several instalments from Sareegh from 
2019. However, he didn’t get any further updates 
from the duo. Later, he was informed that
Sreesanth was starting a sports academy on the 
land promised to Sareegh. Sreesanth promised 
Sareegh that a share of his sports academy would 
be given to him, but Sareegh never heard 
anything on the offer from the trio thereafter. 

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Peruvanam’s pride Kuttan Marar to turn 70 tomorrow
G O P I K A  V A R R I E R  @Thrissur

‘LEGENDS are born, not made’ 
is a popular saying, which one 
can relate to chenda maestro 
Peruvanam Kuttan Marar, the 
one who led many a ‘Melam’ for 
years. His humility can be un-
derstood when people around 
him call the legend ‘Kuttettan’. 
From one temple premise to an-
other, Kuttettan travelled all 
over Kerala leading percussion 
ensembles and entertaining the 
public with his extraordinary 
skills. 

As Peruvanam’s ‘Kuttettan’ 
celebrates his 70th birthday on 
Saturday, the entire village is 
ready to make it a grand occa-
sion. Leading the world’s larg-
est percussion ensemble ‘Elan-
j i t h a r a  M e l a m ’  f o r 
Paramekkavu Bhagavathi in 
Thrissur Pooram for a consecu-
tive 24 years is something rare 
and it proclaims the kind of  
genius that he is. 

For Peruvanam Kuttan Ma-
rar aka M Sankaranarayanan, 
learning the art of  percussion 

was a part of  his lineage. Born 
to percussion maestro Peru-
vanam Appu Marar, learning 
and then drumming came or-
ganically and he never thought 
it something different. “It was 
part of  my life and always an 
inevitable one. The days just 
went by as I continued the prac-
tice like my father and forefa-
thers did. Later when I took the 
‘Pramanam’ of  Elanjithara 
Melam, it started getting atten-
tion and became more popular. 
Thus opened a wide stage, per-
haps a new world to showcase 
the beauty of  the wonderful or-
chestra that we have inherited 
traditionally. I am happy so far 
and want to take this journey 
as long as health permits,” said 
Kuttan Marar, sitting in the 
‘Nadavazhi’ of  Peruvanam Ma-
hadeva temple, where it all 
began. 

In his career spanning five 

decades, Kuttan Marar has led 
the ‘Pramanam’ of  Panchari 
and Pandi Melam in many 
prominent temples like Tripu-
nithura Poornathrayeesa tem-
ple, Arattupuzha Sastha tem-
p l e ,  I r i n j a l a k k u d a 

Koodalmanickyam temple, Kut-
tanellur Bhagavathy temple 
and also in Guruvayur Sree 
Krishna temple. 

When asked about his favour-
ite ‘Melam’, ‘Kuttettan’ smiles 
and says: “Without doubt, it is 
Peruvanam pooram, because 
everything began from there. 
However, all the recognition 
and love that I enjoy today is 
actually because of  Elanjithara 
Melam.”

Wishing him all goodness 
and happiness in life, Mattan-
nur Sankarankutty, chairman 
of  Kerala Sangeetha Nataka 
Akademi, and a renowned per-
cussion artist himself, shared 
that Peruvanam Kuttan Marar 
was born to a family of  emi-
nent percussion artists in a vil-
lage where the artform thrived 
for years. “This makes him the 
greatest in the field,” he said. 
Also, Mattannur didn’t hesitate 
to share his discontent on what 
Paramekkavu Devaswom 
showed to a maestro, indicating 
the change of  Pramanam in 
Elanjithara Melam in the last 

Thrissur Pooram. 
For festival fans across Kera-

la, ‘Kuttettan’ is someone who 
handles a percussion ensemble 
well, be it timing or the number 
of  artists. “Only an experi-
enced person can do it. Anyone 
who wants to survive in this 
field, not only has to learn the 
art form, but needs to perform 
in all possible venues with the 
most talented leaders in the 
field. It helps one gain knowl-
edge about handling the crew 
well,” says Kuttan Marar, about 
his secret to the well-handled 
performances in the festivals. 

Recognizing the immense 
contribution made by Kuttan 
Marar to Peruvanam and to the 
field of  ‘Vadyakala’, the well-
wishers will organise ‘Vasan-
tha Sapthathi’ on Friday and 
Saturday at Mahatma Maidan-
am in Cherpu. Noted personali-
ties like Drummer Sivamani 
and Oscar winner Resool 
Pookutty will attend the event, 
extending their love and 
warmth to ‘Kuttettan’- the 
‘Pride of  Peruvanam’. 

Peruvanam Kuttan Marar at Nadavazhi 
of Peruvanam Mahadeva temple |  S LAL

When I took the ‘Pramanam’ of Elanjithara Melam, it started getting 
attention and became more popular. Thus opened a wide stage, 
perhaps a new world to showcase the beauty of the wonderful 
orchestra that we have inherited traditionally — Peruvanam Kuttan Marar


